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La Palma volcano
La Palma island is on the canary island in Spain. A volcanic eruption has seen a thousand buildings on the western side of the volcano destroyed. The island harbors around 85000 people whose most homes have been destroyed. The authorities have warned that the volcano is not the only thing that the resident should be afraid of. Still, new dangers such as toxic gases, volcanic ashes, and acidic rain may have dire effects on the residents.
The canary islands are known as a tourist destination center. La Palma, however, doesn’t harbor as many tourists as the other islands. La Palma is made up of two main volcanic features. The larger one is located in the north while the smaller one is in the south. The smaller one is the one that erupted on 19 September and has been the cause of chaos since then. The island had not experienced a volcano eruption for over 40 years, as the last one was in 1971
The volcano had been foreseen by the scientist who had monitored the buildup of magma beneath la Palma a week before the eruption started. They were able to save 7000 people who evacuated from the surrounding. A few days before the volcano had started, the canary islands volcanology institute had reported that a molten rock of about 388 million cubes had been pushed into the volcano. Magma is generated within the earth’s mantle, and in la Palma, the generation is continuous at depths of about 100km. this causes the magma to break to the ground now and then, causing eruptions. The scientist had noted prior that the earthquakes were on shallow grounds compared to the other years. Through satellite images, they were able to see the deformation of the surface, and they could see the movement of the magma, and they had a hunch that an eruption was on its way.
Two weeks after the eruption started, the officials have reported that the volcano is more aggressive. There have been new fissures forming that have caused explosions and leading to the collapsing of the crater. Earthquakes have also been hitting, with eight more being recorded that had a magnitude of 3.5. Scientists are now focusing on measuring the amount of gas escaping the volcano, checking the composition of the magma and if it changes over time. They are also looking at the material expelled from the volcano so as know the extent to which the volcano is erupting. Scientists are also looking for signs if the volcano is waxing or waning.  This aids them in analyzing how long the eruption will take place and estimate the damage that the volcano will cause.
 Scientists are not clear on how long the eruption will occur, but they estimate that it might be a few weeks or even months. The 1971 eruption lasted for three weeks. The last eruption that had happened in the canary island had been in el Hierro island in 2011. The eruption was underwater and had lasted for five months. Scientists affirm that every eruption is different, and thus comparison could not be a good idea. They say that the current eruption began with a high lava eruption than the former eruptions, and therefore it seems to be more powerful. This could mean that the eruption might take longer than the other eruptions on canary island. 
The president of the canary island is optimistic that he won’t have to do more evacuations, but instead, he will be offering aid to those families that have lost their members and homes. The Spanish government has also been philanthropic and has also promised to fund the island to rebuild itself.
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